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been described. It made great excitement in Pittsburgh
and some uneasiness amongst those who were already
bringing in gas in a small way. This was the sinking of a
well in the grounds of "Solitude," his home at Pittsburgh.
Having decided to prospect for gas in his own back yard,
a contract for drilling was made, December 29, 1883, and
about the end of February a small vein of gas sand was
tapped, with a moderate yield. Mr. Gillespie, who was
drilling the well, remembers Westinghouse saying that
"he would prefer a well of this size to a larger one, as he
had enough gas for his house and for some of his friends
in the neighborhood. This feeling lasted only a few days,
and he was keen to go on." Of course he was. There were
unexplored possibilities in the earth beneath and in the
water under the earth. At 1500 feet another vein was
struck, with a good yield, and the drillers wished to stop
for fear of getting salt water and spoiling the well. But
Westinghouse "had a new thing to play with, spending
his evenings at the well, scheming new drilling tools and
improvements in ways of prospecting." Why stop? A
little deeper "we struck such a volume of gas that it blew
the tools out and ripped off the casing head with such a
roar and racket that nobody could hear Ms own ears, with-
in a block." The gas was set alight, and for weeks the
neighborhood was lit up by this roaring torch, a hundred
feet high. It was fun for Westinghouse, but rather dis-
turbing to the peace of a handsome residential section.
The well was got under control and capped, and Westing-
house went into the natural-gas business.

The administrative and executive machinery for this
enterprise was provided by the creation of the Philadel-
phia Company. This company exists and works under
an old charter, one of four or five "omnibus" charters